
 Additionally, an online map titled  
Current Development Projects is available 
on the Village’s website on the lower left 
side.  Lastly, posts on Woodridge social 
media channels and articles accessible in 
other  Village outreach materials all help 
to keep you informed!  How do you start? 
Just go to the  Village’s website at www.vil.
woodridge.il.us and look these resources 
up! If you have any questions, contact the 
Community Development Department at 
630-719-4750. 

northeast on Kincaid Dr., then head south 
on Westmoreland Dr. and finally loop 
back to Woodridge Dr. and finish at the 
Village Hall.  Please contact Trevor Bosack 
at 630-719-4709 if you’re interested in 
participating in the parade.

Stay tuned for more informa-
tion on bands, food vendors, 

and admission.  Oktoberfest will 
take place in the Cypress Cove 

parking lot on Friday, September 27, 
starting at 5:30 p.m. and Saturday, September 
28, beginning at 4:30 p.m.
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Neighborhood Safety  
Officer Program Launched

Illinois Bans Holding Cell 
Phones While Driving 

 The Woodridge Police Department is 
launching the Neighborhood Safety Officer 
Program (NSO) to build stronger partnerships 
with Woodridge residents that live in multi-
family neighborhoods.  The NSO program in-
cludes police officers that will collaborate with 
multi-family housing managers and neighbor-
hood advocates.  The neighborhood safety of-
ficers will work with neighborhood advocates 
to work on initiatives, such as providing crime 
prevention information.  The NSO program 
goal is to help facilitate communication and 
build on cooperative relationships to maintain 
a safe community.

 It is unlawful for drivers to engage in texting, 
calling, or using GPS if it involves holding a 
cellphone while driving. 
Before July 1, 2019, 
the first offense was a 
non-moving violation, 
but the law considered 
subsequent offenses 
moving violations.  The 
law now counts the 
first offense as a moving violation.  In Illinois, 
moving violations appear on a motorists 
driving record, and drivers that receive three 
or more violations in a year will have their 
driving privileges suspended.  The citation 
start at $75 for the first offense and escalate 
by $25 to a maximum of $150.
 It is unlawful to use a phone, even using 
Bluetooth, in a school or construction zone, 
within 500 feet of an emergency scene, or if 
the driver is under 18 years old.  Exceptions 
to the law include reporting an emergency 
and if the driver pulled over to the shoulder 
and put the car in park.  Nationwide, 3,166 
people died from distracted driving in 2018 
according to federal data.  Eliminating cell 
phone distractions through this law will help 
keep Woodridge roadways safer. 

Oktoberfest
 Save the date for  
Woodridge Oktoberfest! 
This milestone celebration 
will feature live music, food, and 
beer in honor of the Village of  
Woodridge’s 60th anniversary and the  
Woodridge Park District’s 50th anniversary.  

 The 2019 Citizen’s Leadership Academy  
is scheduled for Tuesday nights starting  
October 8 through November 12 from  
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  Over those six weeks,  
the class will provide an in-depth education 
on many aspects of the Village.  The cur-
riculum includes a review of units of local 
government within Woodridge, a compre-
hensive review of  Village operations, an 
understanding of the relationships between 
residents, Village Board, and staff, the Village’s 
communication and transparency efforts, 
and future opportunities to serve the  
Woodridge community.  Interested residents 
can contact Trevor Bosack at 630-719-4709 
to enroll in the program.

What’s Going on There? Find Out What 
Development is Occurring in Woodridge

 The Village is excited to Celebrate  
Woodridge with an anniversary parade  
on Saturday, September 28 kicking off at 
9:00 a.m.  The parade route is approxi-
mately 1.5 miles long and will begin at 
Village Hall.  The parade will then head 
northwest up Woodridge Dr., then  

Parade

 On Wednesday, June 12, Community  
Development with Gary R.  Weber Associates 
held an Open House at Village Hall to show 
the concept for the Janes Avenue/83rd 
Street streetscape project.  The Open 
House was just one of several opportunities 
utilized by Woodridge to obtain feedback 
on the project, having started at the Town 
Meeting back in April.  The designers took 
all the feedback from this process, and will 
be releasing the final designs shortly, with 
construction scheduled for completion by 
the end of the year!

Janes Ave./83rd St.  
Streetscape Project  
Update

 Woodridge residents have several 
resources available to learn more about 
construction projects occurring through-
out the Village.  One resource is through 
the Village website.  People may sign up 
and receive information on upcoming 
Plan Commission cases by clicking on the 
Notify Me link found on the Village News 
page.  The Plan Commission is an advisory 
group of citizens that review development 
proposals before they are considered by 
the Village Board. 

The Village of Woodridge 
Wishes Everyone a  

Happy, Safe, and Spooky  
Halloween.

Halloween  
trick-or-treating  

is from  
3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

on Thursday, October 31.  
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From the Mayor’s Desk 

Village Staff Volunteering

Halloween Safety Tips

Dates to Note

Reminders from the  
Village of  Woodridge



 The Public Works Department would 
like to remind residents that dumping yard 
waste or any other debris into public  
easements, creeks or retention areas is 
illegal.  Dumping can cause flooding by  
preventing stormwater from draining 
correctly and potential hazards for crews 
that need to access those areas to re-
move blockages.  Discarded yard waste 
also holds moisture – this creates an ideal 
breeding ground for mosquitoes.  The 
Village asks that you do your part to keep 
easement areas free of yard waste and 
debris and report any illegal dumping.

JUNE 12 - 16    
Woodridge Jubilee at
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REMINDERS FROM THE VILLAGE OF WOODRIDGE

Understanding School Drop-off and  
Pick-Up Procedures 

A REMINDER ON YARD 
WASTE AND ILLEGAL 
DUMPING

 Please consider these safety tips from the 
American Academy of Pediatrics to ensure  
a fun and safe Halloween.
 Make sure that children can see through 
their costume masks.  Consider adding 
reflective tape to costumes and trick-or-treat 
bags for greater visibility.  In addition, it is 
vital to use the buddy system -  
children should trick or treat in groups and 
not alone. Remind children to wait until 
home to eat candy for inspection. 
 Most importantly, explain to children to 
call 9-1-1 if they ever have an emergency 
or become lost. It is a misconception that 
9-1-1 is only for emergencies.  In the past, 
people learned that calling 9-1-1 is only  
for emergencies; however, now that is  
inaccurate. Calling 9-1-1 is the best way  
to reach a dispatcher for assistance. 

• Seven Bridges Restaurant Week:  
Woodridge and Chamber 630 partnered  
to present the first-ever Seven Bridges  
Restaurant Week.  This week featured  
great food, live music, special tours, and 
exciting giveaways! 

• Beautification of Janes Avenue: Janes  
Avenue is one of the first streets in  
Woodridge.  Woodridge residents pro-
vided design feedback at the Woodridge 
Town Meeting in April and Open House 
in June to create a new “gateway” through 
Woodridge.  Also, a TIF district helped to 
fund new storefront facades at Janes Ave. 
and 83rd St. 

• Anniversary grants: Community groups 
have the opportunity to apply for grants to 
incorporate an anniversary component into 
an existing event or program.  The Kiwanis 
Club of Woodridge, Lions Club, Woodridge 
Junior Woman’s Club, and other commu-
nity groups were able to help celebrate 
Woodridge and received grants for their 
service and fundraising activities. 

 Please save the date for the weekend  
of September 28 that will feature both  
a unique anniversary parade and the  
Woodridge Oktoberfest.   I am hopeful  
that this anniversary year provides an  
opportunity for everyone in  Woodridge  
to celebrate the success of our community.

Thank you and Best Regards,
Gina Cunningham, Mayor
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Dear Neighbors,
   Enjoying a shared 
experience – such as  
the anniversary of   
Woodridge’s incorpora-
tion as a village – is a fun 
opportunity for all of 
us to appreciate a true 
community celebration.  

This year marks the 60th and 50th anniversaries 
of incorporation for the Village of  Woodridge 
and  Woodridge Park District, respectively.   
I am thrilled to see so many residents celebrate 
Woodridge by joining the anniversary festivities!  
A few highlights of this milestone year include:
• Celebrate Woodridge banners: Crews 

installed Celebrate Woodridge anniversary 
banners up in and around the Woodridge 
Town Centre.

• Fourth of July Picnic:  The Woodridge  
Special Events Committee hosted the annual 
Fourth of July Picnic at Castaldo Park.  In 
celebration of the Village and Park District 
Anniversaries, the event featured rollback 
pricing on food and soft drinks.

• Fireworks Grand Finale:  The fireworks 
show included an extraordinarily GRAND 
Finale in honor of the anniversary year. 
A recap of the Fourth of July Picnic and 
Fireworks show is available on the Village 
YouTube channel, and  Woodridge’s  
recently launched Instagram account,  
@village_of_woodridge.

Halloween Safety Tips

SEPTEMBER 11    
9/11 Memorial Ceremony

WEEK OF OCTOBER 7  
“Clean Up Day”

OCTOBER 12   
Last day of the year for  
Brush Chipping Drop Off

OCTOBER 31    
Halloween Trick or Treat 
3:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

NOVEMBER 1     
Free Leaf Collection Begins

NOVEMBER 2      
Coffee with the Mayor & Board

NOVEMBER 11      
Veterans Day; In-Service Day,  
Village Offices Closed

NOVEMBER 21 & 22       
Thanksgiving Holiday  
Village Offices Closed

 DATES TO NOTE

From the Desk of Mayor Gina Cunningham

Visit the Events link at www.vil.woodridge.il.us  
for details on these events and more.

AS THE LEAVES FALL,  
A REMINDER TO RESIDENTS 
ON OPEN BURNING  
RESTRICTIONS
 It is unlawful to cause or allow the open 
burning of refuse, landscape waste, or  
recyclable material. Please respect your  
neighbors and your community – leaf  
burning is strictly prohibited.  Escalating 
fines are in place for open burning.  The 
first offense is $50, the second is $100,  
and the third and each subsequent offense 
is a $200 fine.  If you suspect that leaf or 
other waste or refuse products are being 
burned, please contact the Police Depart-
ment immediately by dialing 9-1-1 and 
requesting a police officer to respond to 
the location.

More than a dozen restaurants participated in Sample Seven Bridges on August 8, 2019, to kick off the 
first Seven Bridges Restaurant Week.  The 2019 Seven Bridges Restaurant Week ran from August 8-16, 2019.  
All of the participating restaurants offered deals and special events throughout the week.

 Woodridge’s mosquito abatement  
program includes monitoring bodies of 
water and treating catch basins and  
standing bodies of water.  The program 
is effective by killing larvae before they 
become adult mosquitoes.  Also, retention 
ponds are stocked with mosquito-eating 
fish.  Crews also exterminate mosquitoes 
with backpack and truck spray applications 
as needed.  Now there is a new, online 
option for reporting nuisance mosquitoes 
and standing water
  You may report nuisance mosquitos 
or standing water concerns to Clarke 
Environmental,  Woodridge’s mosquito 
abatement contractor, by visiting  
www.clarkeportal.com/hotline or calling 
800-942-2555.
You may also call the Woodridge Public 
Works Department with any questions  
at 630-719-4753. Information about 
protecting yourself from mosquito-borne 
illnesses is available on the Illinois  
Department of Public Health’s website, 
www.dph.illinois.gov.

NEW MOSQUITO  
ABATEMENT ONLINE  
REPORTING SYSTEM

RECURRING CREDIT  
CARD PAYMENTS  
NOW AVAILABLE!
 Do you want to automatically 
pay your water bill to avoid late 
fees or avoid the hassle of making one-time 
payments?  In addition to our existing 
recurring option (automatic withdrawal 
from your bank account), you can now 
pay automatically with your credit/debit 
card!  Hundreds of residents have already 
enrolled, so what are you waiting for?   
Visit the Village’s website and enroll today! 
Still have questions? Our friendly water 
billing team is available to assist you at 
630-719-4909 or epay@vil.woodridge.il.us.

Village Staff Volunteering
 Village staff has put forth a wonderful volunteering  
effort this year!  They have been involved with  
numerous local non-profits, including West  
Suburban Food Pantry, Woodridge Horizon,  
JANO (Janes Avenue Neighborhood Outreach),  
and Kiwanis. Great job everyone!

Know Someone Deserving Recognition?
Submit Your Nomination for the Community Recognition Program!

 The combination of school days and 
construction frequently result in increased 
traffic congestion.  Consider that a typical 
school day includes school buses picking 
up passengers, kids on bikes, and hurried 
parents dropping off students before  
going to work.  Schools often have precise 
drop-off and pick-up procedures – please 
follow them for the safety of all students.

 The following guidelines relate to all 
school zones: 

• Please follow the instructions of police 
officers and crossing guards 

• Avoid loading or unloading children 
across the street from the school

 At the annual Community Recognition 
Award Ceremony in December, the Village of 
Woodridge recognizes people and organiza-
tions in the community that have provided 
positive contributions.  Nominations are now 
being accepted for the following categories: 
citizen, business, association, employee, and 
        youth (ages under 21).  The Woodridge 

Intergovernmental Council reviews nomina-
tions and recommends candidates to the 
Village Board for consideration.  Nominations 
must be received by September 27, 2019. 
Please contact Leslie Davies at 630-719-4706 
if you have any questions.  Nomination  
forms can be found on the Village’s website  
www.vil.woodridge.il.us.

• If possible, try  
to carpool to  
reduce the 
number of  
vehicles at a school

 When waiting to drop 
off students, drivers should  
be mindful of students walking  
to school and not block any  
intersections or residents  
exiting their driveways.  Also, the school zone  
is a cell phone free zone. Drivers can face  
additional citations for using a cell phone in a 
school zone.  Parents should check with their 
school about the appropriate drop-off and  
pick-up procedure. 


